~ one of the shelters and launched.. 


Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000400350021-0 


ARTICLE APPEARED 
je 


ON PAGE SOL THE NEW YORK TIMES 


18 November 1979 

Military Seeks to Ease | . 
En vironmental Curbs. 
‘On MX Missile Bases 


_ ByRICHARD BURT *" 
- Spectal to The New Yori Times 


* “The entire system, known as the “race 
track,” would cover 13,000 to 40,000 
square miles, although 


WASHINGTON Nov: 17-—- The Defense | 
Department, eager to begin work on the 
new MX mobile intercontinental missile; 

-is- seeking the: approval of ‘Congress ‘for- 
‘easing legal and- environmental restric- 
.tions that many officials believe’ could’ 


d expressed support for the’ 
project; public apposition tothe. MX in 
both states and elsewhere has:gradually 
increased. Pentagon officials. said, how- 
‘ever, that they were less concerned about 
local opposition than they were to meet. 
ing the maze of legal requirements for 
ma r public works projects." : 4 


pose major obstacles to building 
‘tbilion-dollar weapod> . 
. The Officials disclosed toda at 
.Pentagon was drafting a ‘measure, 'to be 
known as the “MX Mobile Missile System 
Basing Act,” which would ask Congress: 
to allow the Air Force to sidestep. provi: 
sions of existing environmental and land 
management laws that could impede the. 
al 


e Ul: 


‘deployment of thenew missile. peed. 
The officials said that the measure was’ 
designed to head. off Potential legai ac.: 
tions against. the. project: that. the: Air: 
Force fears could prevent it. from meet-, 
ing its 1986 deadline~f : deploying. the: 
first MX missile... ais acisgn 


court suit. after another,’ a.senior Air 


Force officer said, ” ee 


ining ap- 
‘the mis- 


ed measure, the 
ed to set aside 


event of an enemy nuclear attack, 
the 200 MX missiles.could be dri 


the 
uests, they also have sup- 


NO new legislation was the ony ® 


° ri 
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” Officials in the Defense Department 


‘concede that it was uncertain whether 


Congress would support the proposed 
legislation, Although there is strong su; 

port an Capitol Hill for the MX missile it. 
self, the race track system has com 

under attack by liberais and conserva; 
tives alike. Earlier this month, for exam. 

ple, a measure proposed by Senator Ted 
Stevens, Republican of Alaska, prohibit 
ing the, Pentagon. from spending any| 
funds on the race sagt system was ap 
‘proved by a large margin. .- - 
ee pentagon officials said that the MX) 
measure was unlikely to go to ea 


. this ‘year but.could be submitted ear] 


next year. Some said that,.for the m 


_ ure to pass, it would probably have to be! 


presented to the Senate before any vote 
was taken on the new treaty with the} 
Soviet Union limiting strategic arms.--~- 
.” Some Senate liberals. have held offi. 
‘criticizing the MX missile for fear that i 
would hurt the chances of gaining ap- 
proval of the treaty..As a result, Penta-| 
gon aides have suggested that if the pro-| 
posed legislation on the MX is conside 
before a vote on the arms treaty, it would 
win the support of some. senators who 
might oppose the missile later on. 2. ocd 


